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• WARNS Context and Updated Online Platform.

• Item and domain development...adding protective factors. 

• Update on wording. 

• Score reports and improving  score use.

Topics & Grant Goals



WARNS Context and the Six Domains 

Middle School and High School Versions





Information Website:  WARNS.wsu.edu
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Domain and Item Definitions 

• Revisions and additions to the middle and high school versions
• Better balance between Protective and Risk factors 
• Focus of the items on the student’s context:

Level Sample Item 

Individual It was easy to calm myself down

Family People in my family have had lots of worries

Community My teachers took a personal interest in me

Relationships My friends brought out the best in me 
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Score Report Enhancements-Vignettes

• Users voiced a need for supports to translate WARNS scores into action

• Conversation about how WARNS results present in a student’s life may be difficult

• Vignettes can facilitate conversations in youth counseling

• By externalizing personal problems from the self, vignettes can be viewed and discussed in the 

context of understanding and helping a hypothetical peer

• Sample excerpt (Family Environment): Milan was certain that their parents stopped caring for them 

a while ago. Ever since their parents’ work hours extended, Milan was alone but also…not. At least 

for a good five hours every night, Milan’s parents were right next door to them. Except by then, 

Milan was already asleep. And by the time Milan got up for school, their parents were already gone. 
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Closing Remarks

Thank you:
Conference organizers and WARNS Users

Community partnerships & research opportunities:
Action plans & impact in schools … 

we want to hear your story.

For more information, please contact Thao (thao.vo@wsu.edu)



Thank You!

Website: WARNS.wsu.edu

Contacts:

Paul Strand (pstrand@tricity.wsu.edu) 

Brian French (frenchb@wsu.edu) 

Marcus Poppen (marcus.poppen@wsu.edu)

Chad Gotch (cgotch@wsu.edu)

Mary Roduta Roberts (mroberts@ualberta.ca)
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