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To advance the rights of girls, 
young women, and youth who 
identify as female, especially 
those impacted by the justice 
system

More importantly we share a passion for the work we do
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Pierce: Youth Petitioned to Court for Truancy 

Highlight:  

In 2018, the number of 

girls petitioned in Pierce 

constituted 10% of all 
the girls petitioned 

statewide

424

589

744
708

753

401

544

699

565

642

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Boys Girls



Enhancing Safety • Ensuring Accountability •  Empowering Youth ojjdp.gov 

“Chronic truancy is a community problem that can best be 
addressed by collaboration among various systems in the 
community” 

-- Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 

Addressing Truancy among Girls 
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What was accomplished 

• Secondary data analysis 
• Listening sessions
• Formed an advisory group
• A community needs assessment
• Review of policies and practices
• Prioritizing of needs with 

community
• A Blueprint Plan for Action
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The public health model (“Many/Some/Few”)

Source: Adapted from 

Bromfield & Holzer, 2008.

Tertiary

Secondary 

Primary Prevention 

Solutions targeted at 
court-involved girls

Solutions targeted at the girls at risk for 
court involvement to address problems 

and prevent escalation 

Solutions targeted at the entire 
population of girls to provide 
support before the problems occur 
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Source:  The 2016 Healthy Youth Survey (HYS)  in Washington State. 

Girls in School 
Primary / “Many”

Girls Demonstrating Status 
Offending Behaviors 

Secondary / “Some”

Court-involved girls 
Tertiary / “Few”

Raise public/community awareness 
about girl’s needs.  

Organize and support culturally 
responsive in-school girls groups w/ 
facilitated curriculum and credit

Institutionalize girl-centered trauma-
informed  training for school, law 
enforcement, and community 
personnel. 

Explore expansion of work to middle 
and elementary schools. 

Modify content of truancy letters to 

engage families.

Develop truancy awareness services 

to students and their parents

Identify and implement culturally 

responsive MH assessments

Access to needs assessment 

conducted by a trained mental 

health professional followed by 

appropriate referrals. 

Evaluate and institutionalize a home 

visit process for students regularly 

missing school. 

Modify process so that resource 

provision is not dependent on court 

involvement 

Divert girls to alternatives to formal 

court processing

Improve communication between the 

courts and schools 

Establish a state work group that 

develops and manages the partnership 

between the schools and the courts 
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Blueprint for Action 

• This plan outlines a host of synchronized, 
community- identified program, policy 
and practice changes implemented 
across school, court, home and 
community.

• https://www.jfgcoalition.org/ogms

https://www.jfgcoalition.org/ogms
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