
DID YOU KNOW?
Voices of LGBTQ Youth in Child Welfare & Juvenile Justice 

Of foster youth, ages 15-17

15% IDENTIFY AS LGBTQ
in Washington State.

Of LGBTQ young people in 
Washington State’s juvenile 
justice and child welfare system, 

60% 
said they didn’t feel safe or 
comfortable disclosing their 
identity to system staff.

“
I felt more neglected in the foster 
care system than at home with my 
real parents.       – Seattle Area Focus Group Participant 

“
40% of homeless 

youth nation-
wide are lgbtq

If the people with authority don’t 
think I’m an equal human being - 

why should I?  – Tri-Cities Focus Group Participant
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Increased Juvenile Justice 
Involvement

10.5%
of LGB youth experienced 

peer sexual assault 
in juvenile justice 

compared to 

1.4% 
of heterosexual youth 

in 2012.


